Do not rely on spell checker

Start at the end and read forward

Read aloud

Hard to do well at the last minute

Major point

Evidence supporting the major point
Organization

Explanation of why the evidence supports that
major point

One main idea per paragraph
! e Good Persuasive Essay

Logical progression from one paragraph to
the next

Dirty Dozen

Restrict use of modifiers

Emphasize subject and verbs

Use the active voice Analysis

Subordination o
Clarity in sentences

Sentence combining

Formal writing so avoid slang or cliches

Author should have academic credentials

Academic sources are different from general
audience information

Academic sources have footnotes and
bibliographies

Sources

Thesis statement in the first paragraph

More than naming the subject of the essay

State clearly what you will prove/demonstrate
in your essay

By the end of the first paragraph reveal your
main points

Written language and speaking are different
types of discourse

Not spoken language put on paper
Speaking is wordy and indirect compared to
lucid writing

Good writing is direct and to the point

Why is this information significant?

How does this information compare and/or
contrast with other information?

“Facts” do not speak for themselves Explain the meaning you find

Emphasize changes and/or continuities



